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Overview

• Why use enterprise budgets?

• Overview of NCSU’s DRAFT blackberry budget

• Wholesale pricing

• Investment analysis



Why use an enterprise budget?

• Estimate your costs and returns

• Compare alternative activities

• Building block for other budgets:

– Whole-farm budget
– Partial budget
– Cash-flow budget
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Major Caveat:

• It is only a guide

• It does not represent 
what does or will 
happen on your farm



Review the budget

• In excel



Blackberry shipping point prices peak in Jul-Aug



Production during the period of peak prices is 
almost entirely domestic



Domestic prices are $1+ higher on average



At a 6% interest rate, $100 ten years from now 
is worth $56 today



With no discounting, the cumulative net return is the 
sum of the annual net returns



Adding discounting reduces the value of future returns



The Internal Rate of Return (IRR) sets the NPV 
to zero



Use and verify your budget

• When planning your season, use a budget

– Adapt a prepared budget
– Develop your own

• Verify your budget

– Talk to other growers and/or extension agents



Feedback?

• Email me: tregeagle@ncsu.edu

• Call me:  919 515 6091

mailto:tregeagle@ncsu.edu


Growers in the NARBA 2020 survey were receiving 
higher prices, on average, than growers in the AMS 
data

• Overall average price in this survey: $4.98/lb

• Regional variation:

– $3.98/lb in Pacific Coast and West
– $7.56/lb in Southeast

• Average NC price in AMS data: ~$3.30/lb

• NC Wholesale price higher in survey



Farm stands and farmers’ markets had the 
highest prices


